Played at Ilarvaril 

President Kennedy Avid 
Fan , Friend of Athletics 



He Swam, Sailed, . 
Saw Many Games, 
Stressed Fitness 



By Bob Hoobing 

BOSTON, Nov. 22 (AP)— 
Athletics as well as the poli- 
tical world suffered 'a 
severe loss in the death of 
President John F. Kennedy. 
The one-time scrub football 
.player and ardent fan was 
considered one of the best 
friends American ' sports 
ever had. 

The man who munched a 
hot dog in the Orange Bowl 
and opened three American 
League' baseball seasons 
with the traditional ' first 
pitch emphasized participa- 
tion to the spectator public. 

President Kennedy did 
not merely stress physical- 
well-being with touch ' foot- 
ball' games on the White 
House lawn and sailing and 
swimming off-shore near^his 
H y a n n i s Port, Mass, 
summer home. 



He- also created a Council 
on Youth Fitness under the 
supervision of Oklahoma's 
football coach and athletic 
director, Bud Wilkinson. 
The program was encour- 
aged throughout all primary 
public schools in the coun- 
try. 

And b when the bitter 
power struggle between the 
Amateur Athletic Union: and 
.National Collegiate Athletic 
Association- over .control of 
amateur athletics threat- 
ened- the U.S. Olympic 
program* earlier this year, 
the vigorous young Pres- 
ident stepped in- strongly. 

He appointed Gen. Doug- 
las MacArthur the final-say 
arbitrator in the dispute 
arid the five-star general 
hammered out a truce. 




By Arthur Ellis, Staff Photographer 



PRESIDENTS JOHNSON AND KENNEDY 
... At. Baseball Opener Here in 1961 
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I football President ; Kennedy 
received a ‘ gold medal 
I award from the National , 
' Football Foundation. He 
had surrounded himself 
with football men, feeling 
they were rounded citizens 
best trained to meet .today's 
problems. » 

Byron (Whizzer) White, 
the famed Colorado haif- 
back of the late 1930s 
became a. Supreme Court 
j justice. There were football 
men among his' advisors, in- 
cluding former Harvard 
captain Kenneth O’Donnell, 

- and when racial strife broke \ 
out in Birmingham, Ala, one 
of Kennedy’s choices as a 
Federal mediator* was Earl 
(Red) Blaik, former Army 
and Dartmouth football 
coach. 

Harvard announced its 
traditional football game 
with Yale scheduled at New 
Haven Saturday is off 
because of the national 
tragedy involving one of the 
university's illustrious sons. 

Although his younger 
brother gained more foot- 
ball prominence at Harvard, 

i 



For outstanding service to 



President Kennedy was- an 
end on . the”, freshman and ' 
junior varsity squads and a 
swjmjner* U.S. Attorney Ge- 
neral Robert Kennedy and 
Sen. Ted ,Kennedy were 
Harvard varsity football 
players. ' 



A freshman teammate of 
the then future President 
recalled he “was a tally 
rangy end and he was 
pretty good though he never 
made a varsity letter.” 

President Kennedy called 
on his early swimming 
training during the war 
when the PT boat he skip- 
pered was sliced in two by 
I a Japanese destroyer in the 
South Pacific. He managed 
to tow a crewman from the 
wreck to shore, a distance 
| of 3 miles, in five hours. La- 
ter, he spent a week swim- 
ming from island to island 
seeking aid. * 

•Kennedy attended the last 
three Army-Navy games, the 
first as • Presideht-elefit. In 
one he departed from 
planned .procedure by 
walking to the near sideline 
for the toss of the coin by 
the team captains rather 
than have them come to the 
• Presidential box. 
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Two years ago the man of 
vigor shed his coat and sat 
in shirtsleeves at the Army- 
Navy game when the tem- 
perature in Philadelphia 
soared to 60. 



alma mater when he 
■ entered Harvard Stadium 
virtually Unannounced two 
plays after the kickoff of 
the Columbia game. 

A subject of gentle ribs 
from the Crimson band, 
President Kennedy heard 
the musicians play “Hit the 
Road, Jack” at halftime. As 
he/ose to leave for a speak- 
ing engagement he stopped 
and took time to shake 
hands with and beam at an 
excited woman spectator. 

The memories include his 
applause for Navy against 
Missouri, his greeting to a 
' blushing cheerleader from 
Oklahoma, a surprise pre- 
game- stroll through the 
Oklahoma players* dressing- 
• room and informal halftime 
walks between lines, of rigid 
. Cadets and Midshipmen in 
Philadelphia. 
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President Kennedy loved 
to mingle in crowds with a 
minimum of' fanfare. ‘His 
last football game was .Oct. ! 
19 on the campus of his 



